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FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF NIAGARA FALLS
Niagara Falls, New York
Est. 1920
CONSTITUT'.ION AND BY-LAWS
(Includi ng all revision s thru A9ril 10, 1959)
CONSTITUTION
Art icl·e I - Name
The name of this church shall be FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF
NIAGARA FALLS, NET,v Yoi .K.
Article II - Purpose
The First Unitaria n Church of Niagara Falls is a fellor.,eh ip
of religiou s liberals , bound by no dogma and restrict ed by no creed.
Brought closer by the bond of fellowsh ip, we seek to grow in understanding of ourselve s a nd of our world. Relying upon reason and free
inquiry as our guides, we seek to follow truth in its advance and to
enhance human dignity.
Article III - .Me mbership and Voting Privileg es
1. Any person in sympathy with the purpose and methods of
this church, who shall be approved by the Board of Trustees as of moral
seriousn ess and probity of chara cter, may become a member of this
church by sig ning the Bond of Fellows hip.
2. The Bond of Fellowsh ip of this church shall read: "We
unite as members of the First Unitaria n Church of Niagara Falls which
is a fP-llows hip of men and women who are seeking to serve the beat
and hlghest that they know in an atmosph ere of freedom, fellowsh ip and
truth."

3. The right to vote at busines s meeting s of the church shall
be reserved for members who have attained the-age of eighteen years,
or to stated attendan ts who are regular contribu tors to the maint enance
of worship a nd hAve reached maturity .
Article IV - Officers
1. The BoPrd of Trustees shall consist of nine members of this
church cho s en for terms of three years. Three trustees shall be chosen
at each annual meeting . The trustees sha ll annual ly choose from t -heir
number a Preside nt, and Vice-pre sident, and sha ll also choo se a se cretary and a Treasur er, neither of whom need be members of the Board of
Trustee s. A trustee whose term is exniring shall not be eligible to
succeed himself .
2. The Board of Trustees shall have the p orver to fill vacancies ocouring in its number, such app ointme nts to be subject to confirmatio n by the church at its next re gular annual meeting . All members
of the Board of Trustees must reside within twenty miles of Niagara
Falls, New York, or within Niagara County.
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Article V - Meeting s

)

The Annual Meeting of the Church shall be held in April not
later than the fifteent h day thereof, the exa ct date to be fixed by
the Board of Trustee s. The purpose of this meeting shall be the election of officers and the transac tion of other busines s. Special
meeting s may be called at the order of the Preside nt or the Board of
Trustees for such purposes a s may be specifie d in the call for the
meeting. Ten days notice shall be given of the date of the Annua.l
or Special Meeting s.
Article VI - Denomin Btional Relation ship
This church shall be B member. of the America.n Unitaria n Association, and of the ~egiona l Conferen ce serving this area.
Article VII -

Amendments c1nd By-Laws

1.
Amena~e nts to t ~is Gonstitu tion may be made at any legal
meeting of the Church provided the proposed amendme nt sha ll have been
fully set forth in the call for such meeting , a two-thir ds vote of
the members present being necessB.ry to the adoption of such amendme nt.

2. By-laws not conflict ing with the provisio ns of the Constitutio n or with the state Laws may be added or changed at any meeting of the Church by a majority vote by those present .

BY-LAvlS
1. THE PRESIDENT:
It shall be the duty of the Pre side·nt to -pre side
at all meeting s of the Church and of the Board of Trustee s.

2. THE SECRETARY: It shall be the duty of the Secreta ry to keep
reco·.ce1. of all meetings of the Cburch and of the Board of Trustee s, to
·1teep a correct roll of its members , to hold in custody all papers and
documen ts belongin g to the Church and to p erform such other duties ·.as
may naturall y devolve upon his office.

3.

THE T~EASURER: It shall be the duty of the Treasur er to hold in
custody all funds of the Church, to kee1'.) an account of all receipts
and expendi tures, to pay such bills as may be apDroved by the Board of
Trustee s, and tor ender at t he annual meeting and at s uch other meetings as may be required , a financi al statemen t of the Church.
4. THE TRUSTEES : The Board of Trustees s ha ll have general charge
of Ru busines s af f a ir s of the Church a nd the control of its adminis tration, but no contrQ.ot i nvolving any expendit ure of money exceedin g
five hundred dolla rs (¢t.500. 00) s hall be made wi thout a vote of t he
Church. The Boa rd of Trustee s shall meet monthly on a day to be chosen
by the Board. suecial me e tings may be ca lled by the Preside nt. At
any meeting of the BoBrd of Trustee s, five members shall constitu te
a quorum •
.5. THE MIN I STER : The Ministe r of the Church shall be ehosen a nd his
salary determin ed by vote of the Church a.t a re gular ca lled meeting;
and a vote of the Church sha ll be necessar y for h is dismiss al.
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BY-LAWS (continued)

6.

THE CHURCH ACTIVITIES: 11 The Board of Trustees shall determine
what divisions shall exist for the current year.
The President shall appoint convenors for the various divisions not necessarily exclusively from the Board of Trustees.
Each convenor shall organize his division with whatever members are required to perform its task, and divide it into such
committees as may be advisable.
Due consideration shall be given to represent~t1en from All
organizations and from the membership at large.
Upon being organized, the division shall elect a chairman
who shall be responsible for seeing that the activities of the
division are carried out, and that the Board of Trustees and
membership are ltept informed of its activities and accomplishments.
This may be accomplished by appointing a Board member to eaoh
division, in cases ~~ere the convenor was not a Board member;
Board members shall serve as reporters to the Board for their
respective Divisions.
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Reorginization of Divisions shall take plac~ as soon after
the election of a Church President as possible; however, all
Divisions shall remain active until re-organized.
The Board of Trustees eh~ll hav~ supervision of the over-all
functions and services of the church, and be responsible for the
coordination of the Divisions. It shall continue to recognize
that the over-all functions of the church sha ll include the
following activities: Churchmanship; Church Extension; Finance;
Building and Grounds Maintenance; Education; Service; Social
Action, but the Board may . recognize the structure by which these
activites are assigned to divisions, according to the needs of
particular times involved.

7.

CHURCH COUNCIL: The Church President, the Minister, the
Superintendent of ~he Church School, the Presidents of all Church
organizatio~s, and the Chairman of each Division, shall constitute
the Church Council. Its first yearly meeting shall be held in
May or June~ The Church Council shall consider the general welfare of the Church and make such recommendations to the Board
of Trustees or to a Division as shall seem conductive to the
general good. The President shall call and preside at all
Church Council meetings.

